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NEWS 


This goes in the mail as the announcement is made of the National Book Awards made by 
the Booksellers of America. It is gratifying to know that about three times as many 
booksellers participated this year as last, which augurs well for the results showing 
in fresh impetus for the winning books. You are urged, one and all, to build your 
window displays around the posters which the A. B. A. is sending you, and the books - 
and making your community and your customers conscious of the value of the booksellers’ 
own selections. There will be nationwide advertising and promotion, with publishers 
backing the selections the booksellers have made. There will be some radio publicity - 
and if you have a local station contact do your bit towards getting local publicity 

as well. Urge your local book reviewers, book circles and newspapers to give the 


awards the publicity due then. 


We are fortunate this year in securing as guests of honor for the luncheon Lawrence 
Watkin, winner of The Booksellers' Find Award with his book, On Borrowed Time; Carl 
Crow, winner of The Most Original Book Award; and Vincent Sheean, translator of 
Madame Curie, winner of The Booksellers' Favorite Non-Fiction Award, and himself a 
previous winner with his own Personal History. In Dr. Cronin's absence, a repre- 


gentative of Little, Brown accepted the award for him. 


Remember, this is your group of awards. Back them with the enthusiasm which the 
selections warrant. 


NATIONAL AWARDS FOR 1937 
Class A - The Booksellers‘ Find 


Watkin,, Lawrence ON BORROWED TIME Knopf 


* Another puzzler. Again a book that you can sell, if you have personal 
enthusiasm for it, to the type of customer who liked the play, Death Takes A Holi- 
day. But a book that, lacking the word of mouth recommendation, may be stillborn - 
and it is too good to merit that fate. We liked it, for its genuine handling of 
fantasy material, its vigorous picture of small town life, its salty dialogue, its 
originality, and most of all, for the delicious picture of the old grandfather and 
the small boy. It has an unusual quality, indefinable charm, a whimsical, imagi- 
native and extraordinarily real vitality. The setting is a New England town, and 
the story revolves around an old man's determination to keep Death off, even if the 
world should be stalled for a bit in the process. The grandfather has somewhat a 
Mr. Chips quality, he likes his pipe, his occasional nip, "never could abide these 
holier'n thou folks ~- if a man's a good Republican — and maybe a Mason — that's 
enough for me". A refreshingly different book and one that will win strong advo- 
cates, but no general herd. (From the June 15th bulletin, page 234). Published 
August 23. $2.00 
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Class B - The Most Original Book 


Crow, Carl FOUR HUNDRED MILLION CUSTOMERS Harper 


* I loved it, and it seems to me it has many more possibilities of a market 
than the limitations of the defined subject would indicate. The sub-title reads -— 
The Experiences -— Some Happy, Some Sad - of an American in China and What They Taught 
Him. An advertising man goes to China to sell the Chinese anything and everything, 
and he finds out, a bit at a time, that it is not a question of 400,000,000 customers, 
ready-made, but that there is tradition, strong prejudice, definite likes and dis- 
likes, illiteracy, poverty, inaccessibility - a paltry few of the hurdles to be taken. 
With humor and a keen sense of the rights of individuals and an eagerness to under-— 
stand the people with whom he is dealing, he accepts defeat and success as he goes, 
lives and lets live. There's enough sound common sense and keen appraisal of the 
situation to make the book invaluable for business men and industrialists reaching 

out for the Chinese market. And for people who enjoy keen sidelights on foreign races 
and ways of life, this holds entertainment and education as well. It's attractive in 
format, with amusing drawings by G. Saponknikoff. (From the July 15th bulletin, page 
290) Published September 8, 1937. $3.00 


Class C - The Booksellers' Favorite Novel 


Cronin, A. J. | THE CITADEL Little, Brown 


aK His best book, since Hatter’s Castle. Cronin is a doctor himself, and this 
book, the experiences of a young doctor working his way up from medical school to 
success as a fashionable London physician, has doubtless a basis of sound knowledge 
of the problems sincere young idealists face. The early part - his struggles against 
prejudice and jealousy and superstition in the mining districts of South Wales, were 
to me the most interesting parts of the book. With ultimate success came the dangers 
of too much money, power and adulation - and too little challenge to his real abili- 
ties, and for a time he succumbed, putting not only his professional standing but his 
personal ambitions, ideals and happiness in peril. Just in time, he realized where 
he was heading, in time for his honor as physician, not in time to rescue his happi- 
ness as aman. A grand story, well told, and better balanced than anything else he 
has done. (From the July ist bulletin, page 252) Published September 10. $2.50 


Class D - The Booksellers' Favorite Non-Fiction 


Curie, Eve MADAME CURIE Doubleday, Doran 


*% Here is a book that might - through its very impersonality and objectivity— 
prove pedantic. Far from it — the very simplicity of the method gives dignity and 
beauty and drama to this biography of the most extraordinary woman of our generation, 
I found every page absorbingly interesting. The early part of the biography carries 
the reader into the home of her childhood; then one follows the difficult, poverty-— 
stricken years of adolescence and young womanhood, before her sister's marriage made 
it possible for her to carve her own career. And then the career is the story - the 
woman is science personified - her marriage, a too-brief glowing thing, brightens 

the early years, but fame can do nothing to offset the supreme loss. Her younger 
daughter has shown Marie Curie as wife, mother — but first and last, scientist. 
Literary Guild choice for November. Sure to be a big seller. (From the September ist 
bulletin, page 380) Published October 29. $3.50 































b Jareainic Zirbne’ PAanbehnn GSerhire 220 East ¢Is . 

\ OY Kirkus 600 NOPD SCiVile 439 Kast 51st Street 

i Re NEE gS eS. ae RRB ae ey Fs i Milas BABES CES 

Vol. VI March i, 1938 No. 5 












A a2 See if 
as See ’ 





FICTION 
MUST BOOKS 


(These books will sell themselves) 


March 17 
O'Hara, John HOPE OF HEAVEN Harcourt, Brace 


O'Hara belongs in this section in the face of undisputed sales figures. 
Appointment in Samarra is still the touchstone for his success, though, quite frank-~ 
ly, he has never approached it since. He still has an accurate ear for dialogue in 
the somewhat pseudo-smart lingo, and anadroit use of the flash-—back method. His nar- 
rative is indirect, swift-paced. There is an underlying irony in implied commentary 
on the passing show. His story has a somewhat unexpected twist at the end. Hard— 
boiled school, in evening dress rather than underworld, but with the same tempo. The 
setting ~ Hollywood — but not the screen world. Not a book for your conservatives, 
for once again he overplays his innuendo in questionable taste. But he has a fol- 


lewing among the young moderns. $2.00 


March 18 
Harding, Bertita FAREWELL 'TOINETTE! Bobbs, Merrill 


Bertita Harding's name is good for substantial sales and rentals for she 
nas found a satisfactory formula for historical fiction, or fictionized history, in 
delightfully palatable form. This new book does not quite measure up to its pre- 
decessors and is more frankly sheer entertainment. She has concentrated on a tiny 
segment of the life of Marie Antoinette, the trip from Vienna to Paris, in the com— 
pany of her pleasure-loving uncle, the emperor, Joseph II. Theré's sufficient back- 
ground of the childhood betrothal, and the reasons back of it, the political com- 
plexion of Europe, the hopes of Maria Theresa, as she prepared the trousseau that 
the French refused to accept across the border. But the story itself concerns 
chiefly the trick played upon the royal party by Duke Karl Eberhard of Wurttemburg, 
he disguised his palace as an inn so that the emperor and his train would stay 
there. It was good play~acting while it lasted, and makes an entertaining story 
today. But the characters are shadowy, and the importance of the episode negligible. 
Handled with a light touch and attention to detail, it 1s a book sure of popular 


reception. $2.50 
May 3 

Prouty, Olive Higgins LISA VALE Houghton, Mifflin 

* This has all the ingredients for a best seller among women readers, par— 


ticularly those who like Margaret Ayer Barnes' novels, and those of its ilk, Lisa 
Vale is well drawn, an appealing personality - a woman with children approaching 
maturity, with a husband whose externals are impeccable, but who hampers her free- 
dom of act and thought, and with high ideals for her children's standards and a 
determination to keep her own emotional life free from criticism. The psychology 


- 103 - 














March 1, 1938 Fiction - 104 - 





of the situation is adroitly indicated, the situations as they develop, in the chil- 
dren's lives, in her own, suggest parallel situations in many lives. There is that 
"recognition quality” which insures response in most readers. A long book, but 
pleasantly so — and satisfactory in its denouenient. (Serialized in the American). 


$2.50 
May 4 c. ( 
Baer aires = ag 
Lane, Rose Wilder FREE LAND 
* A swry of homesteading in Dakota, bearing perhaps too close a resemblance 


to Let The Hurricane Roar in general pattern and some details, but showing a distinct 
advance in handling. Both books have a decided emotional appeal. The young couple, 
high in hopes at first, battling blizzards, cyclones, heat, drought, thievery, lone- 
liness, poverty, somehow win through to a certain strength and stability. It is a 
vigorous and moving story - a slice out of the American scene. And eminently read~ 
able. $2.50 


And These Books YOU Can Sell 


Note: These books all have a good cnance, if you give it to them. They are books 
that must be sold, but once sold, to the right people, will create more sales by 
word-of-mouth publicity. Study your customers! list with their special appeals in 
mind. 


March 28 
Grant, Joan WINGED PHAROAH Harper 
*% ‘I found this one of the most stirring books I have ever read. The only 


way I can convey its power is to give you the personal impression it conveyed. As 

‘I read I had a profound conviction that the writer had lived the experiences of the 
girl ruler of Egypt who tells her story, that the experiences in a happy childhood, 
in the years of rigorous spiritual training in the temple, in the evolved personal- 
ity, under complete control of her own will and spirit, in the fullness of a matur— 
ity — all had been known at first hand. There's a growth of serenity and wisdom 

and understanding that is rare —- a sense of seeing a soul develop, of watching it 
change from a wilful, somewhat head~strong but gifted child into a womanhood blessed 
with powers beyond ordinary human expectation - and each step utterly convincing. 
There is a quality of inspiration that is unique. There is a beauty in the telling 
that sings its way into ones imagination and heart. And - as background — there is 
a flawless reconstruction of life in an ancient country, the Egypt of the first 
dynasty, It is a book that would be a high spof't of beauty in any season — and that 
is preeminent this year. Don't miss it, as a personal experience. And don't sell 


it to a customer who wont appreciate it. "A Harper Find”. $2.50 
April 5 

Burman, Ben Lucien BLOW FOR A LANDING Houghton, Mifflin 

* Burman is not a newcomer. But this is his best book ~ and one that de- 


serves recognition. It seems to me that he is doing for the Mississippi what Walter 
Edmonds has done for the early days of the Erie Canal, with this difference. Burman 
is, in this book at least, writing of the river and its people and life today. The 
floods play an important part, highlighting the recurrent tragic note, which at the 
end shifts to a new key. A shanty boat family form the central figures, sympathet— 
ically presented, with sparks of humor underlying the stark reality. And the book 
is full of dramatic incidents, which make it extraordinarily good reading. $2.50 
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April 21 
Digges, Jeremiah BOWLEG BILL Viking 


The sales on this will be rather highly specialized - and just as highly 
appreciated. Our expert on matters nautical reports as follows:- "Possibly Paul 
Bunyan sired Bowleg Bill, in which case the dam must been sister to Popeye the sailor. 
At all events the author did not waste his time sitting on the bollards of various 
New England wharves during sessions of the local lions' clubs, for he has created 
from yarns he heard, a sea~going cowboy whose exploits stand on their own merits. It 
is only fair to warn you that Bill's adventures verge on the bawdy, but in justifi- 
cation "The Rape of the 'Faith, Hope and Charity'" shows a deeply religious side as 
well, The appendix with keys to the stories and quoted authorities (if and when) 
is worth reading in itself. Selling hint - stack Bowleg Bill in a pile with a sign 
'For Men Only". And don't suggest it as a Sunday School prize or vacation reading 
for your great aunt, If Bligh had had a copy, we might never have had Mutiny on the 
Bounty," Publishers have prepared comic postcard announcements with Gropper illus- 
trations. $2.00 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


March 18 
Hancock, Lucy Agnes BLOOD OF HER ANCESTORS Penn 


For your lavendar and old lace renters, primarily — this story of Prudence, 
a wholesome, charming blueblood, who finds on the death of her parents that she is 
penniless, and unhappy in her stepfather's home. Two years of work — engagement to 
the town's catch, only to find that he is involved in an unsavory escapade, for which 
she jilts him ~ marriage of convenience to old-time playmate, and love after marriage. 
There's a largish rental public for this type of thing, adequately done. Public li- 
braries also. $2.00 


Mareh—2e@ TV) ary \| 
Collins, Norman FLAMES COMING OUT OF THE TOP Harper 


An adventure story, in somewhat satiric vein. A representative of a staid 
British firm is sent to a part of South America to investigate strange happenings in 
the book - keeping department of their representative. He finds a town practically 
controlled by the head of the South American firm, and an undercurrent of espionage 
and suspicion which interferes with his activities. The daughter is used as bait — 
and ultimately, when he discovers the man implicated to the hilt in supplying arms 
to revolutionists, he is lured to the field of military occupation and enticed into 
relations with the daughter. Everything goes haywire — he is fired peremptorily - 
his London fiancee throws him over - he is wounded — and eventually goes native, and 
stays to run the hotel. Pretty second rate. despite enthusiasm of English comments. 
$2.50 


April 5 
Wren, Percival Christopher CARDBOARD CASTLE Houghton, Mifflin 


An Enoch Arden theme, with both parties reluctant to acknowledge the return 
of the husband, the wife because of a second marriage, the husband because he wants 
to marry money and yet do a bit of blackmailing on the side. The son cuts the Gordiar 
knot after his tutor has plotted and planned ways of deliverance. Entirely new theme 
and setting for Wren. Rental possibilities primarily. $2.00 
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April 11 








Hawthorne, Hazel THREE WOMEN Dutton 





The plot might seem keyed to a popular sale, but the manner of telling is 
a bit artificial and studied. A story of three women, somewhat reluctant childhood 
friends on Cape Cod at the time of the Civil War. The scene shifts from the Cape ° 
to Boston, to the battlefields, to Washington; the changes in characters and back-— 
ground with the changing times - and against this the somewhat involved relations 
of Melissa, professional vamp, and the men who belong, rightfully, to Roxanna and 
Emily, make a somewhat strange tale, with certain elements of fascination. $2.50 









Aprit—i4 s/ 3; / 3% 
Stevenson, D. E. | MISS DEANE'S DILEMMA Farrar & Rinehart 























The creator of Miss Buncle has written another quiet story of English life, 
contemplative and likeable but without the humor of the Hiss Buncle books. The story 
of a love that was crushed almost out of existence when the man Charlotte loved, mar- 
ries Charlotte's sister. Charlotte takes refuge in library work, only to find years 
later that her love was not dead and that there was a basis to go on. For women 


chiefly. $2.00 
Sune *O | ee 
Announcing for ApTte-T6 1) Dey AW) nS 
Nathan, Robert THE BARLY FIELDS (and other novels) ‘Shope 
@ A reissue of some of Nathan’s earlier books in omnibus volume. $3.00 
April 18 
Hope, Edward LET X EQUAL MARJORIE Macrae Smith 


A gay and fairly amusing rentalette, about a youth in financial straits, 
who goes to the Riviera to recoup his fortune in order to marry the girl he loves. 
The legatee of his father's estate proves to be too too attractive; he attaches a 
charming widow; and the girl he thought he loved turns out to be all sorts of un- 
suspected things. There are twists and turns and fast action and some mystery, but 


there's pleasant badinage and pleasant frou-frou. $2.00 
April 20 

Mackay, Margaret Mackprang LIKE WATER FLOWING Reynal & Hitcheock 

* A skilful handling of the Eurasian problem in China, in the story of a 


diplomat who sacrificed his career to marry a Chinese “singsong girl, and who passed 
on his problem to his children. The son was obviously half Chinese; the girl thought 
she could escape, and refused to face reality until two emotional debacles forced it 
upon her, The book is not particularly profound; it offers no solution. But it is 


a sensitive, sympathetic and fluent presentation of the problem in a good story. 
$2.50 


April 22 


: Grebenc, Lucile THE TIME OF CHANGE Doubleday, Doran 


Lightish fiction against a post-revolutionary setting, the year 1814, when 


Molly makes her first change in marrying an aggressive, strong farmer, engaged in 
fighting the British in New England. Conflict of personalities, clash between ab— 
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2 sorption in his mill on the husband's part and desire for appreciation and attention 
on the wife's. Then he disappears in a flood - and her second marriage to his brother 


proves all she had hoped. Much detail of period and life. A book for mature rental 


patrons. $2.00 


April 26 
Harper, Cowan THE AULD SINNER Macmillan 


Slight, sentimental, evocative character sketch of the outcast of a Scot- 
tish village, against whom children are warned, ministers prayed and good folks talked. 
But at his death the old minister told everyone off and sent Davy to glory. The harsh 
religious views and training, life at the turn of the century, written with feeling 


and some charm. Somewhat limited in appeal, however. $1.75 
May 6 
4yres, Ruby M. ONE TO LIVE WITH Doubleday, Doran 


This is low-grade Ayres, which means minus tripe. The story of a selfish 
little ninny of 19 who marries a man of 30 to escape loneliness at her mother's death. 
It takes a tragedy to bring her to her senses and the realization that her wise and 
substantial husband is the answer to her happiness. Unconvincing. $2.00 


3 McKee, Ruth Eleanor THREE DAUGHTERS Doubleday, Doran 


A good woman's book of the war period in the stories of three American 
sisters and their war work. It cross sections the part women played and lived 
through in those years. The war forms the background for Elizabeth's love for a 
Frenchman who is denied her; for Candy's growing up and finding love; for Camilla's 
bending the war to her own ends. Then the aftermath - and the price each pays. A 


good job. $2.75 





May 3 
Winther, Sophus Keith THIS PASSION NEVER DIES Macmillan 


A realistic story of Nebraska in the twenties, and of a Danish family, the 
sons scattering and going, not too successfully, their own ways, the old parents 
trying to hang on in spite of falling prices, failures, and foreclosures on all 
sides. The central figure is Hans, caught in the meshes of one unhappy emotional 
experience and frightened of involvement in another with the daughter of the man who 
has ruined his father. An interesting presentation of a condition encountered in our 
national agricultural history, then and now. Extremely well done. Winther knows his 


facts. $2.50 
OK’ 
May —0- 
Collection of POST STORIES OF 1937 Little, Brown 
# Most of the stories have American backgrounds, and deal with contemporary j 


life, with either the career or the love angle. Easy reading and straight enter- 
tainment value. Authors include A. —. R. Wylie, Gilpatric, Benet, Thomas Wolfe, 
MacKinlay Kantor, Thomason, Walter Edmonds, etc. $2.50 
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May 10 







Allen, Jane I LOST MY GIRLISH LAUGHTER Random House 





If you like your humor on the hale-and—-hearty side, with anything from a 
practical joke to good rowdy slapstick, you will like this dizzying, farcical tale 
of Hollywood, the record of a year there through the letters, journal and office 
communications of the private secretary to the head of Imperial Films. A telegram 
here ~ a memo there - all build up what may be an accurate picture of the tinsel and 
cardboard town. Many of the characters seem reminiscent of Once In A Lifetime - some 
are recognizable as well-known dramatists and stars today. The theme centers around 
the making of a sensational picture, introducing a Polish star, and an English hero, 
and changing a left-wingish social satire into a penny dreadful. Very amusing, though 
uneven. $2.00 









Announcing for May ? 




















Morley, Christopher MORLEY'S MAGNUM Omnibus no. 2 Lippincott 


Blend of fiction and non-fiction and including:— Swiss Family Manhattan, 
Shandygaff, Rehearsal, Mandarin in Manhattan, Two Fables, The Romany Stain, Chimney— 
smoke, Hasta La Vista. $2.50 


Received Too Late For Inclusion In Earlier Issue 


Published 
@ Runyan, Damon ‘THE BEST OF RUNYON Stokes 


E. C. Bentley has selected fifteen of Damon Runyon's most characteristic 
stories, and written an introduction. $2.00 


March 10 


Lancaster, Bruce THE WIDE SLEEVE OF KWANNON Stokes 


Fair, with interesting background material. A story of a Dutch soldier of 
fortune in 17th century Japan, and of the romance between de Ruyter and the highborn 
Kiku who has disguised herself as a boy that she may learn from the foreigner's wis-— 
dom. There is a variation on the Butterfly theme, and it is sometimes a bit plushy 
in writing, but readable - and a fresh picture of old Japan. $2.00 


MYSTERIES, THRILLERS AND WESTERNS 


April 6 
Gardner, Erle Stanley THE CASE OF THE SUBSTITUTE FACE Morrow 


Perry Mason and Bella Street,, returning from their holiday, get involved in 
a suicide that seems to be murder, an embezzlement, a crooked district attorney, etc. 
And Mason pulls a court reversal out of his hat. Not a case of doublecrossing clients 
this time. All right - but not tops. $2.00 


@ May 4 ti 


Grey, Zane RAIDERS OF SPANISH PEAKS Harper 





Good average Zane Grey in regulation Western of tenderfoot ranchers, gun- 


slinging cowboys, rustlers. Cowboys get daughters and put spine into weakling son. 
$2.00 
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May 6 
Hayes, William Edward BLACK CHRONICLE Doubleday, Doran: 


Better than average, but not tops. Murder in Maryland with sad Arthur 


Halstead investigating the attempt made on the life of his client and trying to 
keep him from conviction for themurder of a femme fatale and a hypocritical clergy- 


man. Accomplished with some trouble for all. $2.00 


Mason, Van Wyck THE CAIRO GARTER MURDERS Doubleday, Doran 


International characters in this latest Hugh North yarn, laid in Cairo. 
This forms the scene for a series of unpleasant murders and tense moments for the 
British. Bruce Kilgour and Stag Melhorne again on hand, and North through unscrupu- 


lous methods snatches victory for the British. Good adventure. $2.00 
NON- FICTIGQN 
MUST BOCKS 
March 10 
Seabrook, William THESE FOREIGNERS Harcourt, Brace 


Seabrook has a faculty for making any subject he tackles interesting for 
his readers. This time it was observation of the absorption of foreigners into the 
social and business life of his home town, Rhinebeck, New York, that spurred him on 
to look into the matter of "these foreigners". He toured the country to get his 
facts, visiting concentration points of Scandinavians, Germans, Poles, Russians, 
meeting their leading citizens, learning of the contributions their races have made 
to the American melting pot. Plenty of human interest material, good observation, 
swift-paced narrative, and an optimistic view of the identification of "these damned 
foreigners" with the country they have chosen. It's an suggestive book, in view of 
some of the current trends of thought, and slogans of "America for Americans”. $2.50 


These Books You Can Sell, If You Try 


— 
April a 


Wolfe, Henry C. THE GERMAN OCTOPUS Doubleday, Doran 


This book, and the Fodor book, Plot and Counterplot in Central Europe, 
should pile up substantial sales at this particular moment, for the daily press is 
virtually headlining the need for the background the two books supply on conditions 
"south of Hitler", - Germany, Austria, the Balkans. The Wolfe book shows the ten- 
tacles of the Nazi octopus reaching around Central Europe and the little countries, - 
Esthonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary, Rumania, 
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria. He traces the relations of the Nazi policy towards these 
countries, politically and economically; he gives his estimate of the leadership 
in the individual countries; he shows keen insight into the rivalries and jealous- 
ies disrupting them from within, Theevents of the past few days naturally do not 
form part of the book, but it is as nearly up to the minute as it could be and 
compasses the whole of Hitler's dream of #ittelcurofa, Berlin-to-—Bagdad. He indi- 
cates the organization of the Germany minorities in every country, and the poison 
fed them by Hitler, as against the disappointment in the inadequacies of England 
and France. The author discusses the predicament of Denmark (the German "war 
pantry"), the danger to Finland, the insecurity of Norway and Sweden, the impor— 
tance of Greece and Turkey, the predicament of France and England. The book is in 
the news. Make the most of it. $2.50 
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April 26 “ 
i t 
Wiener, Renee von Eulenberg FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE Macmillan 
? Here's a book on which I felt it imperative to secure a professional re- 


port, so gave it to a doctor to read. His enthusiasm for the book, both from the 
professional and lay angle is contagious. He feels that it has a chance for the 
sort of sale the Carrel book, ‘lan the Unknown, and says that he felt much the same 
sort of enthusiasm in reading it. He places its market as indisputably for all medi 
cal men, for students taking premedical courses, for anyone interested in Biology 

or Bio-chemistry, for nurses and nursing schools; but he also feels that it would be 
inspiring reading for any intelligent layman with some background of anatomy, physi- 
ology, chemistry, biology, who can appreciate a job well done, deep scholarship, and 
an ability to convey abstract facts and philosophical interpretation siimply and dra- 
matically. He goes on to say, in analyzing the book: "The temptation must be great 
to produce something keyed to popular appeal or scientifically perfect; the author 
has avoided both pitfalls, Her book is absolutely sound, she has expressed difficult 
subjects in comprehensible language, she has shown originality in planning her ma- 
terial, she avoids pointless discussion of debatable points, while indicating them 

as such. In her last chapter, the best of them all, she has stressed the all impor- 
tant fact that discussion of any one organ or function of the body must be related 

to the body as a whole and the interdependence of one organ or function with all 
other organs and functions." A brief glance at the Table of Contents shows how 

broad a base she has chosen, how many phases of the subject of the human organism 

in the light of modern science she has covered. The author is a well established 
chemist, philosopher, psychologist, trained in Vienna and New York and now doing 


medical research in New York. ©) (4) % $3.50 
PROBLEMATICAL BOCKS - Non- Fiction 
March 17 
Nevinson, C. R. W. PAINT AND PREJUDICE Harcourt, Brace 


The autobiography of a painter who has managed to keep himself a storm 
center for more than one reason. His studies, types of work, his friends, enemies, 
quarrels, his work as an official war artist for England, and the results of those 
paintings, his two visits to America and what came of that, his comments, criticisms, 
observations of people, art and life, all make interesting reading. The appeal of 
the book is not confined to the artistically minded. $3.50 


Psycho, Dr. Chas. B. LEARN TO LOSE YOUR MIND Farrar & Rinehart 


A spoof on the pseudo-scientific success books, the self-help, analyze 
yourself books that have swamped the market. The autobiography of "Dr. Psycho", his 
cases, his rules for success — and failure ~ etc., etc. Occasionally amusing, but 


often forced. $1.50 


March 23 
Peterson, Houston THE LONELY DEBATE Reynal & Hitchcock 


This book has one jumping to conclusions. First it seems to be a student's 
book, the microscopic eye concentrated on the subject of the soliloquy in literature 
and drama. Then suddenly, the author applies his theory to the debatable ground on 
which the world is standing today, the problems that confront us all, and one thinks 
that it is going to be controversial, provocative, timely. And then, lo, he is back 
again in his scholar's seat, and the balance of the book presents soliloquies, self 
debates, from world literature, going back to Shakespeare, and on up to Santayana. 


A book for a limited market. (A John Day book) $2.75 
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March 24 


Hart, Marion Rice WHO CALLED THAT LADY A SKIPPER Vanguard 


Entertaining reading for the deep sea sailor, who would enjoy the plight 
of the amateur who determines to sail her own boat and take it on the chin; and for 
the layman who will wonder how she made the grade. The author thought she would 
find life on her own boat more peaceful than life in her home in France, so in the 
summer of 1936 she reconditioned a steel ketch with auxiliary motor, and set sail 
from Cowes to the Banda Sea, via the Red Sea. She fired four captains before she 
took over herself; she had trouble with crews, pilots, port officials, people on 
shore. She enjoyed side adventures in hunting and mountain climbing. And she shares 
her misadventures amusingly with her readers. Illustrated with photographs. $2.75 


March 25 


Tutein, Peter THE SEALERS Putnam 


There's a sincerity and simplicity in this account of a trip with sealers 
on a Norwegian vessel, and the account of the life and experiences is a revelation 

of a new type of adventure of which little is known. Tutein is a Dane. He went on 
the trip as sealer - photographer - medical man, a little bit of everything. And he 
pitched right in and took his place with the other sealers, and shares their life 

and adventures in a vigorous story. Hairbreadth escapes - a matter of course - stor- 
ies told by the men of their homes, their careers, their adventures - tall tales - a 
pattern of human life that will appeal to anyone who likes books like Moby Dick and 


Captains Courageous. $2.50 


* 


March 28 


Simkhovitch, Mary K. NEIGHBORHOOD Norton 


"Greenwich Settlement House" is known throughout the country for its special 
type of social service, and this account of the development of the project should ap- — 
peal to social workers and laymen interested in the subject. Unfortunately, the 
handling of the material ie disappointing. A dull, matter-of-fact presentation can- 
not quite kill the teeming human interest of the subject. A woman whose personality 
is outstanding has managed to take all personality out of her story. It is clear and 
straightforward, but there is no spark of inspiration or individuality. It is a pe- 
destrian report on the development, the influence of the settlement on the community, 
the war years, the depression years, the heyday, the changes in New York during its 


forty years of life, and the need for a new housing program. $2.50 
March 29 
Bardeche, Maurice & THE HISTORY OF MOTION PICTURES Norton 


Brasillach, Robert 


An international survey of the cinema which includes early days in France, 
Italy, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, America, Russia, England, the Far East. Detailed 
study of directors, actors, material used and how it changed, the effect of talkies 
on the industry, and the present directions. Comprehensive - first class reference 
book. Translated and edited by Iris Barry. Illustrated. $4.00 
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March 31 









Sokoloff, Boris, M,D. MIDDLE AGE IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT Greystone 


This is a serious book for the man (or woman) facing middle age and dis-— 
turbed about what it holds for him. It is not a self-help book; there's no psycho- 
logical hooey. It is handled from the medical viewpoint chiefly, with concentration 
on the matter of diet, exercise, the changing functions of the glands, the importance 
of knowing one's individual needs, the question of elimination, of acidity - and the 
reverse, etc. He explodes some pet prejudices and theories. And he gives in their 
place a sound conviction that middle age need not be a period of disintegration and 
lessening powers but that man can keep his youth and power and vigor. A book for 















































doctors to use with patients. A book of constructive and creative medicine. $1.75 | 
April 5 
Lawson, Arthur FUN IN THE BACKYARD Crowell 


| A game book - for circumscribed space, outdoors, and circumscribed pocket— 
books. The author launched his own backyard game arena for sixty cents. He tells 
how he did it. Then he goes on to all the possibilities for expanding the ideas, and 
takes up such games as horseshoes, tenpins, tether ball, tennis games, badminton, 
croquet, shuffleboard, handball, bowling, backyard golf, box hookey and target games. 
Games for all occasions and every sort of player, with rules and directions for sett-— 
ing up. $2.00 


@ April 6 
Johnson, Thomas M. THE LOST BATTALION Bobbs, Merrill 
& Pratt, Fletcher 


There's a chance for an American Legion tie-up on sales with this book, 
so call it to attention of local legion post. This is the story of the "lost bat- 
talion" of the 308th Infantry, cut off by the Germans during the Argonne offensive. 
‘It has become one of the epic stories of American heroism. This is the story to end 
stories about it. From American and German records the harrowing seven days are re- 
created in full detail. The authors have vindicated Major Whittlesey, and analyzed 
the facts behind the tragic incident. The survivors have made their contribution — 
and the presentation is another chance to fight one episode of the war over, for the 
last time, a temptation to many who went overseas. The combination of authors is a 
good one, —- an A. P. correspondent and Fletcher Pratt, author of The Navy, (reported 
on page 84). The same sense of drama that makes The Navy a grand book is evidenced 
here. This is to be issued in two forms, the regular trade edition and the “surviv— 
ors' edition", Check "survivors" in your neighborhood and contact the publishers 


regarding this plan. Illustrated. $3.00 
Ommanney, F. D. BELOW THE ROARING FORTIES y/20/ 38 Longmans, Green 
* Grand reading, this account of the experiences in search of adventure of a 


young scientist who has had his fill of London laboratories and classrooms and who is 
willing and eager to take his chance in four years’ service as biologist in a whaling 
station in South Georgia. Even then, the scientific angle is not enough; he goes off 
on a whaling expedition, he visits Deception Island, he spends one season at the ex- 
perimental station in Durban, he circles the Antarctic Continent, he is marooned, 

@ with five others on a lonely beach, he is one of the party who rescused Lincoln Ells- 
worth. And he shares his adventures, his impressions on man and bird and beast and 
fish and the wastes of the Antarctic with his readers. For those who liked Peter 
Freuchen — Hell on Ice - any red-blooded story of science and adventure, Illustrated. 


$3r60- 
3.00 
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April 11 
Heyward, Du Bose & FORT SUMTER Farrar & Rinehart 


Sass, Herbert Ravenel 
In recent years two books have been published containing vivid and dramatic 
accounts of the two high spots in the history of Fort Sumter. ‘In Peter Ashley, the 
taking of the fort from the Federal forces is unforgettably depicted; in Look Back To 
Glory, the defense of the Fort against the ironclads of the North marks an epic vic- 
tory for the South. These two accounts, reprinted together, make this little volume 
a definite contribution to the Civil War picture. A book for the Southern market 


primarily, and for libraries and schools. $1.00 
April 18 
Seldes, George YOU CAN'T DO THAT Modern Age 


This book has as much dynamite as America’s Sixty Families though the focus 
is not on individuals but on organizations. And such as a lacing as some of them are in 
for:— the Liberty League, the National Civic Federation, the American Legion, the 
D. Av R.,the Vigilantes, the Elks, and the various and sundry pro-fascist, pro-Nazi 
organizations. The press comes off badly, throughout. The courts do not emerge un- 
tainted. In,fact, one begins to wonder where we can safely look. He puts up a good 
plea for supporting the American Civil Liberties Union, but otherwise one feels in 
the midst of a den of thieves, cut-—throats, self-—seekers, and worshippers of the al- 
mighty dollar. It's exciting reading - if you happen not to be flicked on the raw. 
But it has a lot of explosive material and may cause a sensation. $ .50 


April 2 27 


Bacon, Leonard BULLINGER BOUND Harper 


The title poem is the featured item, a satiric fantasy of a modern Prom 
etheus, a poet "riveted to his own incomprehension", to intellectuality, petty, pom- 
pous; to social ideas; to inability to touch beauty. Many of the shorter poems fol- 
low the theme. The rest deal mostly with people he has known, - students, colleagues, 
etc. There are narrative poems in satiric vein. A serious idea runs through them 
all, and his verse form and expression accord with the major purpose, with now and 
then a slangy, punned witticism breaking the level. Some like him — he has a New 
Yorker market. $2.00 


King, Clarence SOCIAL AGENCY BOARDS AND HOW TO MAKE.THEM EFFECTIVE Harper 


The author is a professor of public welfare administration and community 
organization, and this is a handbook outlining the importance and functions of 
"boards," "commissions," "councils," committees" etc., in both public and private 
public welfare organizations. Why they are needed, how they function, the type of 
people who should serve on them, how the board should be organized, how it should 
interpret its work to the public and interpret the community to the board, its con- 
tribution in launching new movements and giving continuity to the work in hand. A 
book that should be helpful to groups or members of communities where agencies of 
welfare are going to be organized. $1.25 


I 


Prentice, Sartell THE VOICES OF THE CATHEDRAL Mas Morrow 


Tales in Stone and Legends in Glass 
In May 19386 Morrow published The Heritage of the Cathedral, a memorable 
volume which revivifies the very stones and puts humanity into the ancient piles. 


Now comes its sequel, a book that once again breaths life into inanimate objects 
and serves as a swift~moving panoramic picture of the history of Europe, the influ- 
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ences that crept in from pagan sources, from Greece and Rome, from the East — near 
and far, from Constantinople, from Persia, and left indelible impressions on the 
records in stone, the cathedrals, the carving, the stained glass, the tombs, the in- 
scriptions. We are inclined to think of them as Christian symbols. Actually, they 
are symbols of every cultural and religious and superstitious and economic and social 
influence that touched on life. Sometimes the influences came through wars, some— 
times through scholars, sometimes through travelling artisans. But permanent record 
is there and this book helps the uninitiate to read it. Illustrated. $3.50 










April 20 






Tetlow, Henry WE FARM FOR A HOBBY Morrow 
And Make It Pay 


One might think that this is a story reproduced through rose-colored spec-— 
ttacles, but the evidence is there for all to read. Henry Tetlow tells of how he and 
his family set about making their unproductive farm—-home, a going concern, prepara-— 
tion for the lean years. His book makes one feel like going out immediately and 
Starting with a nucleus in live stock, a kitchen garden, an orchard —- and seeing 
whether, following his rules, five years will make it a profitable way of life. He 
does not suggest such a farm as a big business enterprise; he merely proves, in 
dollars and cents, that it can be put not only on a basis of balanced budget, but 
can actually make a substantial contribution to a shrinking exchequer — and that 
taking into account the capital outlay, the investment in machinery, the man power 


























and the wear and tear. It's stimulating reading. $2.50 
Scott, Jonathan F,. TWILIGHT OF THE KINGS 3] 4 ] 26 Reynal & Hitchcock 
* A survey of what remains of kingship today, what is left and what has been 


thrown overboard; the change from absolute to constitutional monarchy and what brought 

it about. The background in England, France, Italy, etc., from the 17th century on, 

of the growing power of the people, how after each revolt or war, power was central- 

ized in one man. The parallels today. He shows how the dictator embodies more power 

than any abolute monarch preceding him - that a return to kings might not be amiss. 

Of timely interest, with some new angles. But not a book for a wide popular market. 
$2.75 


April 22 
Schwartz, H. W. THE STORY OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS Doubleday, Doran 


Very interesting and rather fresh material, for most readers. The sort of 
book that school libraries must have, particularly if there is a school orchestra; 
that public libraries, music schools, etc., will want. The newest part for most 
readers, is that dealing with the kinds of materials used in musical instruments, 
how and where obtained. Each instrument is traced from its known origin, and the 
development, the musicians who have contributed to its musical literature are part 
of the picture. The last part deals with the scientific theories of vibrations, 
tones, etc. $3.50 


April 2” 
Bell, Frederick J. ROOM TO SWING A CAT Longmans, Green 


A cat-o-nine-tails is the "cat" in question. Here's a good companion book 
to Pletcher Pratt's The Navy, and Jeremiah Digges' Bowleg Bill for that growing naut— 
éeal shelf. It's factual information, answering many of the hows and whys that occur 

@. when one reads of the old time sailing ships. There are detailed descriptions of a 
frigate of the 1812 period, how the officers and men lived on boaed ship, how the guns 
were manned and fired, details of routine, punishment, duels among the officers, all 
presented in interesting and readable manner. Stamped with Navy Department authority 

in the shape of a foreword by the Secretary of the Navy this book has a definite 

place among books of sea-going information. $2.50 
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April 99 


Strachey, John WHAT ARE WE TO DO? Random House 


A vitally important book for the labor interests of this country. Strachey 
has analyzed the problem before labor, traced the history in broad terms in this 
country, but more specifically in England, has indicated the inevitable trends and 
shown the ways in which British labor has made mistakes which American labor can 
avoid. He then outlines a series of propositions for a sound program, which acknowl- 
edge that labor movements are incompatible with existing capitalism, and must accept 
scientific socialism —- or fail, it must succeed in the struggle against the condi- 
tions of life imposed by capitalism, or be destroyed by them. They must prosecute or 


abandon. There is no middle way. $2.50 


THE ELEVENTH COMMANDMENT 4 / $/38 Scribner 


Here's a bible for the nationalists, the isolationists, the See America 
First and the Buy American groups. In realistic, matter-of-fact manner, logically 
step by step, the author sets out to prove that internationalism is an empty phrase, 
today, and that minding our own business is our first and last duty. He turns the 
spotlight on the results of our intervention of twenty years ago - he discusses the 
pros and cons and the elusions of foreign trade — he examines matters of costs and 
credits — and he concludes that we should stay at home and put our own house in order, 


Cless, George H., Jr. 


He.does it all very facilely, in somewhat colloquial style. $2.50 
May 4 i 
Coyle, David Cushman THE AMERICAN WAY Harper 


The announcement of a $1,000 prize contest by Harper's Magazine for a con— 
tribution on The American Way brought 1,750 manuscripts. The prize winner, by Coyle, 
and three others are included in this volume. The purpose was to open the channels 
of thought to a restatement and reinterpretation of ideals and traditions in the 
light of modern conditions. Coyle's essay is distinctly middle of the road — liberty 
with security, strong government protection safeguarded by the check of public opin- 
ion. Dreher pleads for mass collectivism; Landauer for a real democracy; Johnson 
claims we have never had democracy — and we still have liberty of viewpoint. Stimu- 
lating to thought but intellectual rather than emotional in appeal. $1.75 


Powel, Harford & THE DECK CHAIR READER Greenberg 


Aymar, Brandt 

More than 100 selections in an anthology of fiction, essays, extracts from 
longer works, ballads, songs and plays, verse — humorous and lyrical, narrative and 
imaginative poetry. The authors represented range from Balzac to Zola to D. H. Law- 
rence, from Bjornson and Tchekov to Bret Harte, from Poe to W. H. Hudson, from Shakes— 
peare and Pater and Lamb and Stevenson, from Swift and Meredith and Mark Twain and 
Dickens, from Negro spirituals to Casey Jones, from Rossetti, and Lear and Carroll, 
and Tennyson and Blake and Whitman. A wide range — for those who would recall things 
read and half-remembered, and for those who've meant to read old gems and never 
found time. We could wish the editors had included some of the moderns to spice the 
pudding — and to provide some contrasts and comparisons...The publishers are planning 
promotion in the way of a deck chair basket, complete with book, and sealed in a 
corrugated shipping carton for delivery as a going-away present. The basket is large 


enough to carry glasses, knitting, camera, etc. With basket - $3.49. Without basket 
$2.50 
o45 
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May 6 


WILLIAM ALANSON WHITE: 
The Autobiography of a Purpose 


Doran 


White, William A., M.D. Doubleday, 


Dr. White was superintendent of the Government Hospital for the Insane in 
Washington (St. Elizabeth's). This is a thoroughgoing and solid presentation of 
an important field of medicine, against the background of his early life, medical 
training and interneships in the State Hospital in Binghampton and then in Washington. 
His interest in nervous cases and diseases led him to psychiatry as emphasizing the 
psychological aspects of illness and the personality of the patient. He discusses 
his problems, his friendships, his contacts here and abroad, the investigation before 
Congress, medico-legal work and specific cases in which he has given expert testimony. 
A book for anyone whose interests run along these lines, anyone interested in civic 
problems, and professional men. $3.00 


Roberts, Kenneth 


The Arundel Limited Edition of this book — 1000 copies - will be published 
on this date. A trade edition will be announced later. It is a eulogy on Maine, its 
scenery, History, people and their characteristics, its contributions, and its unique 
place as a state. Excerpts from historical documents, family letters, etc. Anecdotes, 
legends, local tales are well presented and together make it an ideal background book 


; 4 si aay ee 
TRENDING INTO MAINE -Tra b/20/ 36 Little, BEpune 


for the state. It parallels parts of Coffin's Xennebec, and amplifies it. ‘It is good 

reading by an enthusiastic booster who does his job well. Special market, $12.50 V 
May 9 

Allen, Joseph C. TALES AND TRAILS OF MARTHA'S VINEYARD Little, Brown 


History, legend, anecdotes, factual material about one of the East's most 
famous summer resorts. This has little to do with the summer angle, but devotes 
itself to the inhabitants, their ways of life, their livelihood, the attitude towards 
the world as they see it. Gives a good, if highlighted, picture of their background, 
from Indians to rumrunners. Good for local interest, New England sale, and summer 
visitors. $1.75 * 


Little, Brown 


MacLaren, Gay MORALLY WE ROLL ALONG 


Chautauqua, through the story of the career of an entertainer, who, as a 
child of eight, was first enticed into a Chautauqua program by seeing Opal May, child 
wonder elocutionist at Lake Madison. The theory back of the movement at that time 
was wholesome culture, morality, entertainment. But it was not that aspect but the 
stage side that appealed to her. A personification of Lillian Russell which she put : 
on for Mark Twain gave her entree, and through his recommendation she became a member 
of the circuit. She writes of personalities in the Chautauquas, from Sandburg to 
Charlie McCarthy, of political figures of importance, Coolidge, Bryan, etc. She pokes 
fun at the pseudo-cultural pretensions, but defends them against the charges of im— 


morality, charlatanism, and so on. Pleasant reading, gently satirical, informative, / 
not over—personal. $2.00 
May 10 | /% 
Macmillan 


Tietjens, Eunice THE WORLD AT MY SHOULDER 


A poet turns back the leaves, and at fifty, considers the highlights of her 
life. Her early years, her marriage, her “second birth" in Chicago, her entry into 
poetry, her work with Harriet Monroe and the renaissance of literature in Chicago, 
her Oriental travels, her experiences as war correspondent for the Chicago Daily News, 
her second marriage, further travel. Names, events and people fill the pages. It is 
one of these anecdotal literary reminiscences and a well rounded picture of an obser- 
ver, vitally interested in life and people. The book has an appeal broader than her 


poetic reputation. \)/), $3.00 
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May 10 


Wrong, George M. THE CANADIANS Macmillan 


This is the sort of book about Canada that has been long awaited. Its fail- 
ure to measure up to expectations made the Siegfried book a great disappointment. 
This new volume is exactly what is needed, - a scholarly, readable andth@ough sur- 
vey of the history of Canada, from the early period of exploration, the races that 
went into its being, the individuals who contributed to its leadership, the land it- 
self and what is offered in the way of riches and potential development. There is 
less of the commercial and industrial and agricultural development than one might 
expect, though much of it is implicit in the course of the history. And there is 
little attempt to analyze the relations between the U. S. and Canada, except in 
developing the parallel picture of the relation of each with England. An invaluable 


reference book — and good reading for anyone who wants the whole historical picture. 
$3.50 


May 13 ” i 


O'Hara, Eliot WATERCOLOR FARES FORTH Putnam - /)' 


Part of a larger picture. Making Watercolor Behave and Making the Brush ,« 
Behave are already classics in the field. Now comes the third, for either art stu-° 
dents or the general reader interested in modern trends. Illustrated with two 
charts, eight half tones, eight reproductions in color. (Minton-Balch) $3.50 


Note in this connection the latest addition to the Leisure League series 


Willoughby, Walter DRAWING FOR FUN Leisure League 


Even I, who can't draw anything, felt almost inspired to try it out, as 
a test, so simple does Mr. Willoughby make it all seem. This series of hobby pam— 
phlets fill a vital need, as their well-deserved success proves. If you are not 
familiar with them, send for the circular - Leisure League of America, 30 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York. There are 34 titles, and a special price schedule good 
through March. Plus sales. Each $.25 


Received Too Late To Re Reported in Earlier Issues 


Published 


Crankshaw, Edward VIENNA: The Image of a Culture in Decline Macmillan 


A scholarly account of the components of the culture that have created 
modern Vienna. The author, an Englishman, has made a careful study; he discusses 
its history, what its various rulers and artists have contributed, and so on. But 
the book lacks the personal, intimate charm that would make it easy reading. The 
reader needs a working background of music, history and art, so for the average man- 


in—the-street, the book is too highbrow. Illustrated. $3.00 
Bramwell, James LOST ATLANTIS Harper 
On the premise that "Atlantis is a possibility, nothing more" — the author 


discusses, objectively, dispassionately, the fable which from time memorial has been 
the source of much romantic and scientific conjecture. He has followed every clue, 
finds most of them fallacious, but in his presentation he manages to bridge the 
scholarly and the lay interest. He follows his thread from Plato down to Spence. 
First the legend, then its scientific plausibility, its geological basis, its theo- 
sophical import, the role it has played in the field of literature. The style is 
lucid and there is an undercurrent of humor. A book for the Donnelly market - his 
Atlantis still sells after decades. $2.75 
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March 1 


Hughes, E. R. THE INVASION OF CHINA BY THE WESTERN WORLD Macmillan 


The author has had first hand acquaintance. with the new forces, new men and 
new literature of China. He has written a scholarly book tracing the effect of the 
meeting of a new culture and an old. This book is not a history of trade or war or 
diplomacy, but a discussion of the effects of western political thought, education and 
science on the Chinese mind. The missionary influence is discussed; the reader can 
draw his own conclusion as to its ultimate purpose and contributionl The author is 
very objective, and not concerned with motives but with the results on Chinese culture. 
He discusses, too, the part played by modern Chinese thinkers and leaders. A good basis 
for thoughtful consideration of international affairs in the light of cultural conflict. 
A book for the inquiring reader interested in educational and religious problems in 
China today. $4.00 


March 3 
Eliot, T. S., Translator ANABASIS Harcourt, Brace 


The author of the long prose poem is a Frenchman, St. Js Perse, Eliot has 
done a close bit of translation, preserving the color, mood and biblical rhythm of 
the original. He has simplified it by modifying the extremes of sentence structure, 
though it is still baffling and obscure at times. The author is an imagist, an ultra- 
modern; the poetry ranks as such through its visual imagery, and the stress and pause 
that distinguish it from prose. The content is intended to convey a picture of migra-— 
tion, conquest or destruction, vast spaces civilized in the Asiatic wastelands, rather 
than any specific migration of the past. Its sales value will lie chiefly in Eliot's 
name. $1.25 


March 4 


Henry, Robert Selph THE STORY OF RECONSTRUCTION —- 1865-1877 Bobbs, Merrill 


The Story of the Confederacy has become almost a standard in its field; this, 
as part of the same program, measures up thoroughly to the earlier book. Henry has 
a faculty for sustaining a quality of sound scholarship, and at the same time intro~ 
ducing enough of anecdote, human interest and personal touch to vitalize his subject 
and make it thoroughly good reading. This is a comprehensive and astoundingly object— 
ive survey of the period he covers, state by state, problem by problem, fitted into 
what emerges as a continuous thread of story. His handling of Johnson's part in re- 
construction seems definitive - he feels unquestionably that the charges brought 
against him were unfounded. An important contribution to the history of the building 
of our nation. $5.00 


March 10 
Nicoll, Allardyce STUART MASQUES AND THE RENAISSANCE STAGE Harcourt, Brace 


A book for which you may be able to make a sale, if you happen to have a 
customer interested in the detailed history of the renaissance stage, the presentation 
of masques, the stage sets, stage effects and mechanism of the period. An exhaustive 
and scholarly study of the whole subject, elaborately illustrated. Not a book for one 
simply interested in the stage in general, but for one approaching it from a scholarly 
and historical viewpoint. The book has a definite art interest as well. 197 illus- 
trations. $10.00 
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Announcing for March 14 









Soule, Richard A DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH SYNONYMS Little, Brown 
Revised & Enlarged 






$3.50 









A standard work, brought up to date, by A. D. Sheffield. 

































March 14 . / 


Williamson, Henry GOODBYE, WEST COUNTRY Little, Brown 


A year's diary of life in Devon, prior to the author's leaving Devonshire 
to farm on the east coast. The passing of the days and what they bring, bits of 
family life, observations of animal, bird and fish life, memories of the war, remin- 
iscences of literary’ friends (T. E. Lawrence, Conrad, Barrie, etc.), writings, 
letters from friends, enemies created by his books and radio talks, phases of coun- 
try life and neighbors. Good reading that should have definite appeal for nature 
lovers, Check those who liked Sala, the Salmon, Tarka the Otter, etc. Also Peattie ee 
$3.00 


and Hudson fans. 


Forbath, Dr. A., ed. LOVE AND MARRIAGE Liveright 


Essays and excerpts from books written by modern analysts, psychiatrists, 
gynecologists, ete. Vidal, Stekel, Havelock Ellis, Julian Huxley, Sorenson, Orlovsky, 
Rohleder and others. Most of them deal with the physiological and pathological as- 
pects of love and marriage, of sex, normal and abnormal. A good deal of sexual aber- 

a rations, fetishes, perversions, etc. Generalizations on such subjects as the honey-— 
moon, the problems of married life, winding up with Mr. Huxley on eugenics and birth 
control. The editing and selection seems inadequate. There is too much repetition, 
there is virtually nothing of the spiritual side of marriage, the concentration is 
almost wholly on sex. The market straddles the layman and the doctor. $3.75 


Announcing for March 15 


Young, Stanley ROBIN LANDING Farrar & Rinehart 
Play available in book form. $2.00 
March 17 
Wilson, Edmund | THE TRIPLE THINKERS Harcourt, Brace 





A group of essays that have more than ordinary appeal, and should reach a 
wider market than the ordinary volume of the kind. Wilson brings together a strange 
combination of figures with an understanding and sympathy that reveals them in their 
full stature:— Paul Elmer More, Pushkin, Housman, Flaubert, Henry James, John Jay 
Chapman, Samuel Butler, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. His essay on More and his 
day with him at Princeton is a gem. His interpretation of Pushkin’s verse and his 
own translation of The Bronze Horseman makes of Pushkin a great soul, and not a mere 
name. His keen analysis of Shaw's shifting about on different stages simplifies our 

& comprehension of this 80-year old paradox, Wilson writes with artistic ease and has 
the faculty of creating living figures out of writers who have passed into limbo for 
the average person, but whom he makes still live. $2.75 
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Weatherhead, L.D. - A SHEPHERD REMEMBERS (Abingdon) Price from $2.50 to $2.00 


Hough, Frank 0. 


Palmistierna, E. 
Wilder, T. 


Riesenfeld, J. 


de Kruif, Paul 


Dunne, J. W. 


Sperry, M. 


Hall, A. N. 


Hayes & Gardner 


Noyes, A. D. 


° 


Armstrong, Margaret 


Beaumont, C. 


James, F. 


Sinclair, R. 


Breuer, Bessie 


King, Sherwood 


Lucas, F. L 


Moberg, Vilhelm 


Peattie, D. C. 


— RENOWN (Carrick & Evans) from 3/4 to 3/14 


- HORIZONS OF IMMORTALITY (Coward, McCann) from 2/18 to 3/21 


— 





~ OUR TOWN (Coward,McCann) from 4/11 to 4/4 


DANCER IN MADRID (Funk & Wagnalls) from 3/4 to 3/25 


THE FIGHT FOR LIFE (Harcourt, Brace) Postponed to May or 
June -—- May or June Book-of~—the-—Month Selection 


THE JUMPING LIONS OF BORNEO (Henry Holt) from 3/17 to 4/14 


MAGICIAN'S CLOAK (Henry Holt) from 3/17 to 4/14 
Price from $1.50 to $1.75 


OUTDOOR HANDICRAFT FOR BOYS (Lippincott) from 3/17 to 3/31 
BOTH SIDES OF THE MICROPHONE (Lippincott) from 2/17 to 3/3 


THE MARKET PLACE (Little, Brown) from 3/7 to 3/14 


FANNY KEMBLE (Macmillan) Postponed indefinitely - Eventual 
Book—~of-—the-Month Selection 


COMPLETE BOOK OF BALLETS (Putnam) from 2/25 to 3/25 
THIRTY PSALMISTS (Putnam) Price from $2.50 to $2.75 


METROPOLITAN MAN (Reynal & Hitchcock) Change title to 
THE BIG CITY. Price from $2.75 to $3.00. 
Date from 3/2 to 5/4 


THE DAUGHTER (Simon & Schuster) from 8/? to 3/29 
‘IF I DIE BEFORE I WAKE (Simon & Schuster) Definite date 
3/17 


THE WOMAN CLOTHED WITH THE SUN (Simon & Schuster) from 
3/24 to 3/17 

MEMORY OF YOUTH (Simon & Schuster) from late March to 
March 21. Note correct spelling of author's name. 


# PRAIRIE GROVE (Simon & Schuster) from 3/26 to 3/24 
April selection of the Literary Guild 
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THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - MARCH 15TH TO 31ST 


{ 


O'Hara, John — HOPE OF HEAVEN (Harcourt, Brace) 


Paul, E. - CONCERT PITCH (Random House) 

Harding, Bertita — FAREWELL 'TOINETTE! (Bobbs, Merrill} 
Moberg, Vilbelm - MEMORY OF YOUTH (Simon & Schuster) 
White, W. L. — WHAT PEOPLE SAID (Viking) 


Hawes, Eliz. — FASHION IS SPINACH (Random House) 


Fletcher, Frank I. - LUCID INTERVAL (Harper) 


Grant, Joan -—- WINGED PHAROAH (Harper) 
Munz, C. C. —- LAND WITHOUT MOSES (Harper) 


Steele, W. D. — SOUND OF ROWLOCKS (Harper) 
Peattie, Donald C. ~ PRAIRIE GROVE (Simon & Schuster) 


de Laguna, Frederica — FOG ON THE MOUNTAIN (Doubleday, Doran) 
Maugham, W. S. - THE SUMMING UP (Doubleday,Doran) 

Mikhelson, A. —- KINGS AND KNAVES IN THE CAMEROONS (Putnam) 
Pratt, Fletcher - THE NAVY (Doubleday, Doran) 

Tutein, Peter —- THE SEALERS (Putnam) 


Walpole, Hugh ~ HEAD IN GREEN BRONZE (Doubleday, Doran) 
Einstein & Infeld ~ EVOLUTION OF PHYSICS (Simon & Schuster) 


Lips, Eva ~ SAVAGE SYMPHONY (Random House) 


Please Add These Titles To Your March 1st to 15th Calendar 


Seabrook, William — THESE FOREIGNERS (Harcourt, Brace) 


Barrie, J. M. — THE GREENWOOD HAT (Scribner) 
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GARDEN BOOK SUPPLEMENT 


Edited by Gene Simmonds 


Editor's Note: 


Spring is in the air and also in the ground. Early bulbs are in bloom and 
precocious buds are appearing in many places —- perhaps to be nipped, but in the gar- 
den line it's better to be nipped by frost than caught napping when Spring bursts. 
So thinks the gardener and so should the garden-minded shop. With Lent and colds 
and winter ennui upon your customers it is time for your shop to blossom forth with 
the new and the best of the old garden books. Their jackets are fresh, gay and 
colorful; they will not only brighten the corner where they are but lend a glow to 
the whole shop, especially if you give them a bit of background - e.g., a few bowls 
of laurel, inexpensive to buy if you can’t find any in a nearby woods, will stay 
fresh and green for weeks and if you gather it with buds the heat will force the 
blossoms very shortly. Forsythia is ready to force now and soon the fruit blossoms 
will be far enough along. Just put them in water and the warmth of the shop will 
do the rest. If all these seem too much trouble Philadendron in gay colored tin 
pots (in dirt) or bright glass bottles (in water) will give a nice green touch. It 
is a graceful vine that grows anywhere. Often florists will supply flowers or 
greens and attractive containers if you put a small card on your display giving them 
credit for their courtesy. I've had them in turn sell my garden books] 


So much for the setting - now for the selling. Someone in your shop should 
contact the president of the Federated Garden Clubs in your district. She will have 
a list of the smaller clubs and their presidents. A chance to talk on the new gar- 
den books can usually be arranged at either March or April meeting of the Federation 
or at the most active individual clubs. Have the new books on display and take or- 
ders; invite the members to come in‘and go over your stock with you; suggest their 
starting a garden bookshelf for their club. If they have competitions inspire them 
to give garden books as prizes. Many of the members will contribute their prizes to 
the shelf, especially if they contain an attractive bookplate with the winner's name, 
award, date, etc. 


Since shop competitions have continued to be popular year after year there 
is practically nothing that hasn't been thought of and run into the ground, certainly 
tables, Japanese arrangements and the usual run of shadow boxes have. Here is one 
that hasn't been tried, so far as we know,. that should bring plenty of publicity 


and business to your shop if you are giick on the trigger. It's a flower photogra~- 
phy competition. Get a copy of Flower Portraits (Scribner) and let your imagination 
have free rein. If you don't go to town on both garden books and books on photog~ 
raphy we're all wrong. Arrange contests for each month, say Bulbs, arrangements 

or specimens; Spring blossoms, fruit or shrubs; Iris, Rock garden or Wild flowers, 
Roses, Lilies, Delphinium, or any of the summer flowers, with a sweepstakes in the 
fall for the club winning the most points - each first, second and third prize to 
count so much. Ribbons or rosettes can be obtained very reasonably with your shop's 
name on them and publishers will often give books for trophies. Write to their pub- 
licity manager or outdoor editor. Get your letters out to the clubs at once and 
specify the size picture you want, closing date for each contest, etc. 


- 121 - 
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While there are not a great many garden books this spring those there are 
offer a rather nice choice. They are distinctly new, different, timely and of a 
high order. They fill gaps in our garden literature and treat subjects that are 
definitely trends today towards the fashions of tomorrow, They may seem to have 
gone Victorian but herbs, pinks, portraits andwildflowers spell spring 1938. 


Bailey, L. H. THE GARDEN OF PINKS Macmillan 


With the return of Victorian decoration it is no wonder pinks (Dianthus) 
are becoming the fashion. There is nothing easier to grow, to use for color and 
bloom in the garden and to cut and arrange in the house. Their spicy aroma is not 
the least of their charms for they are particularly free of the irritating qualities 
that cause hay fever and various other allurgies. "L. H. Bailey" is a trademark that 
guarantees the book to be meticulously correct, well arranged and full of useful ma- 
terial. Hundreds of varieties are described, their native haunts given as a clue to 
the climate they prefer, the color, size, height, etc. Some are for the rock garden, 
some for borders, some for larger clumps in the perennial garden. Older gardeners 
will delight in this revival of an old favorite with dozens of new species while the 
younger members of your garden clubs will thank you for suggesting this book and 


flower to them. (March 29) $3.00 


Baker, Mary Francis FLORIDA WILD FLOWERS Macmillan 


This is a completely revised edition of a book . It has long been recog~ 
nized as a leading authority on wild flowers, since Florida with its wide variety 
of climate boasts nearly every form of flora from tropical ones, such as orchids, 
to most of our own northern ones. Wild gardens and "naturalized" gardens (i.e. bulbs 
or flowers scattered through a wood or along a stream as though they were wild) are 
charming and from a careful study of this book a person could find plenty of species 
that would stand the cold. It would also be a nice book to take to Florida as an aid 
in collecting specimens to bring home or for a study of the abundant and luxuriant 
growth. While it is not a book for northern shops to stock in any quantity it can 
be sold to people who are interested in gardens and conservation or anyone going 
south. Don't dismiss it as a local item for Florida shops. 48 half tones. (Pub- 


lished) $3.50 


Clute, Willard Nelson OUR FERNS Stokes 


At the turn of the century the study of ferns was one to which many embryo 
garden clubites turned with ardor. It was a genteel form of gardening, one that 
could be engaged in with comparative ease in long skirts and laced waists on wood- 
land walks. Witness to this fancy can be found in many old books that still contain 
ferns pressed between their discolored pages. In 1901 Clute's Ferns, ist edition, 
appeared and became the bible of not only these gentle ladies but of botanists and 
scientists as well. It is now available in a revised edition delightfully illus- 
trated with drawings of the ferns in their native haunts and settings, expertly dia- 
grammed with drawings of the leaves and an excellent descriptive key to the genera. 
For awhile conservation groups prohibited the digging, picking or removing of many 
wild flowers, shrubs or ferns. More recently they have changed their policy by edu- 
cating people not to mutilate or damage the plants, instructing them in the harmless 
ways of transplanting, dividing clumps so as to leave always some in the native 
haunt and rather encouraging the study, collection and cultivation of wildflowers 
and ferns. For these groups and individuals therefore the revision of this outstand— 
ing work comes as an important event. fllustrated by Wm. W. Stilson and Ida M. 


Clute. (Published) $5.00 














- should suggest a fascinating combination of hobbies, a chance to perpetuate the glory 
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Dutton, Ralph THE ENGLISH GARDEN Scribner 


This book and the next are interesting from many angles, Miss Graham's. pre- 
ceding this in point of time and supposedly that much earlier in landscape art and 
philosophy. But it is a matter of Opinion and approach. Miss Graham (p. 188) gives 
to Sir William Chambers (who built the Duke of Kent's Chinese Garden at Kew in 1750) 
the credit for "the English garden," as an informal natural beauty spot breaking away 
from the rigid and geometrical layouts which some of the early houses still boast. 
Addison, Pope and Le Notre had deplored them for fifty years. In Mr. Dutton's book 
(p- 17) he mentions Chambers’ contribution as "a fashion which might have given birth 
to a large number of follies" - a cult for the Oriental - scattering sensations by 
means of the artificial, etc. You might suggest these two books for a debate or for 
two consecutive talks, They are both fascinating. Mr. Dutton traces the growth of 
the English garden from 1066 to 1900, showing the effect of climate, the natural 
countryside, art, etc., the influence of the great architects and landscape artists, 
the mark of even the wills and personalities of the owners of the estates, for the 
story of the English garden is a history of England, of her subjects and an expres-— 
sion of her life. Thanks to the profuse illustrations we can compare the two types, - 
for example, Littlecote's Herbaceous Border and the Parterre at Longford Castle. This 
volume is uniform with the other volumes of the English Gountryside series, and is a 
book for every lover of gardens, of England or of history of art and architecture to 
own. A perfect idea for a new way to do England if you've done the cathedrals, 
abbeys, lake country and all the other likely things - is to do the English gardens 
and use this book as guide. (Published) $3.00 


Graham, Dorothy CHINESE GARDENS Dodd, Mead 


There have been many books on oriental flower arrangement; there are many 
people who don't like Chinese and Japanese gardens, so called; but you will find few 
customers who have actually seen and lived in Chinese gardens who weren't caught in 
their spell. After reading this book it is easy to understand why most of our at-— 
tempts to copy them are so abominable. Miss Graham has absorbed the charm and peace 
that is the philosophy of China's gardens. Reading it takes one into another world 
far from the rush and bustle of garden club activity. To the Chinese a garden is 
not a place of beauty, of color, of design, of flowers or of art, but an aid to con- 
templation. There is a lesson in this book and hours of sheer relaxation aside from 
all the excellent practical information it contains, but it is a book for the garden 
epicure, a rare treat for those who are truly appreciative. It is a dream garden 
tour slowly visiting China's great gardens, working northward, living in them with 
no sense of time or the outside world, absorbing their history, perfume and complete 


repose. (March @) $5.0C 


Henry, Blanche FLOWER PORTRAITS Scribner 


To garden enthusiasts, especially those who delight in the beauty of flower 
forms, nothing could be lovelier than this group of sixty portraits - except the same 
book done not in seed catalogue colors, but hand tinted in exactly their own delicate 
and luscious tones. One misses their color and fragrance all the more because they 
seem so alive and blooming. But gardeners are imaginative people who will forgive 
this major, if unavoidable lack. Then, too, with photography so popular now, it 
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of one's exceptional specimens and the sense of creative satisfaction over a lovely 
border, shrub or flower arrangement. Flowers are tricky subjects that will try the 
ingenuity and artistry of the amateur photographer and gardener. This is the book 
we suggest your using as a guide for a Flower Portrait Contest. (Published) $3.00 


Kamm, Minnie Watson OLD+TIME HERBS FOR NORTHERN GARDENS Little, Brown 


For several years Garden Clubs have leaned toward herbs. Herb gardens 
have now begun to vie with oriental arrangements, color gardens, rock gardens, and 
this year the publis should be quite ready to welcome such a complete and charming 
book on the subject. There is an added appeal in this book for it is delightfully 
written in an informal manner that easily brings in the history and story of each 
herb, -— its uses, culinary or medicinal, its present value, if ornamental, hardy, 
poisonous, savoury, etc., at the same time quoting from a wide variety of sources - 
the Bible, Chaucer, Shakespeare, Emerson, Warner and A. E. Newton. There is much 
to interest the antiquarian and historian who dotes on lore and sentiment. We pre- 
dict anyone who reads this book will find its lure so strong there will be people 
digging, collecting (even swiping) herbs from many a wood, field or roadside this 
spring and summer to add to their garden. Do not be misled by the "Northern Gar- 
dens." Practically all of these herbs will grow in our average American climate. 
Do look up and suggest the delightful ways to cook with herbs, to use them in 


Salads and so on. (March 21) $3.00 


McFarland, J. Horace, GARDEN BULBS IN COLOR Macmillan 
Hatton, R. Marion and Foley, Daniel J. 


Here's another Macmillan Color contribution rounding out as it were the 
garden year with Garden Flowers in Color and The Garden in Color already success- 
fully launched, the bulbs were about all that had been neglected. They take care 
of the spring and suggest an array of color for the summer and fall little dreamed 
of a few years ago. Tiny crocus that peep through the snow, stunning lilies for 
the summer, dahlias, gladiolus and nerines for the late summer and fall, iris that 
will bloom almost throughout the open months, besides narcissus, tulips and dozens 
of other delightfully fragrant and colorful families. Many garden experts who have 
never paid much attention to bulbs are being won over to them. To these people as 
well as the beginner, this book has plenty to offer. Illustrated in color and half- 


tones. (Published) $3.75 


Roberts, J. Louis MODERN DAHLIAS Doubleday, Doran 


Dahlias have become increasingly popular in recent years, due to the in- 
terest in flower shows, the changing climate and the many new varieties that have 
appeared. For dahlias bloom under almost any conditions and can be found to answer 
almost any need as far as height, color and blooming time is concerned. Mr. Roberts 
is so enthusiastic over dahlias that he has done a very thorough job on the varie- 
ties, care, propogation, etc., and a thoroughly infectious job in spreading his 
enthusiasm. Unlike many horticulturists he is a great believer in shows, feeling 
that the competition is productive and the friendships and contacts with other 
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gardeners stimulating. His book will introduce both the amateur and professional 
to many new varieties and contains many excellent suggestions. (Published) $2.00 











Van de Boe, Louis B. PLANNING AND PLANTING Macmillan 
YOUR OWN PLACE 











This book attempts a large order and on the whole the author has done a 
successful job. To go from the first preconceived idea through to the actual estab-— 
lishment of a practical and blooming garden is an accomplishment of which anyone 
might be proud. It is also a road fraught with hardship, problems, pitfalls and 
unnecessary disappointments unless the novice has an experienced gardener at his 
beck and call. Even then he is apt to get more from a well planned book that fore- 
warns rather than bails him out of trouble. There are dozens of little suggestions 
that make this prescience invaluable, e.g. to find out from the people who live 
there, the drawbacks to a certain neighborhood such as smoke, noise or mosquitoes, 
rather than expect the agent, trying to sell you a lot, to say the railroad over 
there is smoky, the fire engine house and school do make this a noisy spot, or that 
swamp is liable to make your land damp and call mosquitoes. In the situation of the 
house on the lot there are suggestions for the greatest symmetry yet the highest 
percentage of privacy, living and garden space. The same is true of roads, building 
beds and planting. Five dollars invested in this kind of foresight is money well 
spent for it can save from $5.00 to $50.00 or more, if a bad mistake is made in the 
initial stages. After the lot, the house, the roads and planting have been done, 

























© the garden is planned and planted with excellent suggestions for satisfactory annuals, 
perennials, roses and rock plants. There's even a chapter on tools! Illustrated. 
(Published) $5.00 
Wilder, Louise Beebe THE GARDEN IN COLOR Macmillan 


Close your eyes, open Mrs. Wilder's masterpiece and youll think you've 
stepped into the secret garden of your dreams when you open them. Here is the garden 
you've planned and worked for —- but with a difference. This garden harmonizes. The 
colors are right and the blooms are right and the timing is right. Here the how, 
the what, the why and the when are all told, too. Gardening is really a matter of 
synchronization and to the average gardener fully as difficult as having an elaborate 
meal all turn out perfectly at the appointed time. Delphinium in a garden of lupine, 
lilies, soft violets, yellows, silvery grays and mauves may be a perfect inspiration- 
but dump it into your own plot with harsh orange, red, bright greens, etc. and it 
loses its color and essential charm. For many years American gardeners have needed 
such a book, Miss Jekyl's book written with reference to the English climate, soil 
and plants being the only resource we've had. There are 320 plates - 318 pages of 
text written in Mrs. Wilder's inimitable style which sounds like a large dose and a 
high price but the more you get of The Garden in Color the more you want. You could 
easily "take" a second volume if she's left anything out of the first. (Published) 
$7. 50 
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SECOND SPRING JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 
FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 





Bryan, Dorothy & Marguerite FRISKY FINDING A HOME Dodd, Mead 


It's a little square book, just the size and shape for a small child to 
hold, and the pictures and text are worked in together on every page. The story 
follows the misadventures of a small dog who gets in mischief in each new home - 
but who eventually finds love and understanding with a little girl over the fence. 


The Bryans have found a formula that appeals - and though this is more or less rou- 
tine, it will "go". (3/8) $ .50 


Hornback, Florence M. JOHN AND JOAN: And Their Guardian Angels Harper 


I suppose there are people who like this sort of sentimental twaddle with 
a religious slant —- old school. Personally, I like nothing about this particular 


book. The pictures seem to me distinctly "dated"; the idea of guardian angels 
mixing in everyday incidents of normal small children's lives is overdone and senti- 


mentalized. Possibly the fact that it is "designed and printed for Harpers by the 
St. Anthony Guild Press"will give it a particular religious market, Illustrations 
$1.50 


by Louis Jamber. (3/1) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - STORY BOOKS 

(Mostly to read aloud) 
Brock, Emma TILL POTATOES GROW ON TREES Knopf 
* These are really delightful fairy tales and might-be-true stories by an 
author—artist who is better known for her picture-story books. She now proves that 
she is first of all a story teller. The stories about “Sudden Mary" are particular- 
ly appealing. And the line drawings throughout are exactly right for the stories 
they illustrate. The beginning reader who has mastered a fairly good vocabulary 


could cope with these alone, but the six to nine year olds would relish them read 
$1.75 


aloud. (April) 
Dunne, J. W. THE JUMPING LIONS OF BORNEO Holt 
I thought at the start that this was going to be the sort of story I didn't 
like — animals talking and all. But when it turned out to be the adventures in a zoo 
when the intelligence of the lions from Borneo opened the way for midnight adventures 
to the other animals, it got really too good to miss. The Irene Robinson illustra-— 
tions promise to be a great factor in putting the story properly right foot foremost. 
$2. 00 


(3/17) 


Farjeon, Eleanor MARTIN PIPPIN IN THE DAISY FIELD Stokes 
Very definitely this is a read aloud book for the 6 to 9's. Another Martin 
Pippin book means an established market. These stories and legends are somewhat 


ie younger in appeal than the first volume, but the style is somewhat mature for the 


There is a quiet humor and a charm of rhythmic prose and verse 


age interest level. 
$2.50 


that demands an adult sharing and interpretation. 


(Published) 













. 
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Hauman, George & Doris HAPPY HARBOR Macmillan 


An eleven year old country boy goes to the seashore for a vacation with 
Uncle John, and with the help of Sandy, the little girl next door, he soon knows as 
much about boats and lobster pots and fishing and all the adventures along shore as 
he knew already about farm animals and routine. A good first seashore book, in story 
form. Simple text with vocabulary keyed to second and third year reading ability. 
Illustrated in color. (3/8) $1. 75 














Langley, Noel THE TALE OF THE LAND OF GREEN GINGER Morrow 


* This ought to be an assured success with any child who likes undiluted 
fantasy, with humor and a pattern of recurrent figures from familiar tales appearing 
and reappearing, and with enchanting illustrations in color with a suggestion of 
Rackham. It's a sort of fairy-tale lost Atlanty with Aladdin and his lamp still 
functioning, and some side-comments now and again that adults will appreciate. There's 
Omar Khayam -too. A feast for storytellers in libraries. Booksellers may find the 
fairy-tale hurdle still there - though every group of realistic 1938 children has its 
secret lover of fantasy. (April) $2.50 















Sperry, Margaret THE MAGICIAN*S CLOAK Holt 


The story of a wicked magician who was reformed through the agency of a 
girl who could not be tempted from ways of doing good for other people. A rather 
oréginal story but it seems a bit slight for a whole book. However —- Illustrated 
by Dorothea Cooke. (38/17) My $1.50 


Ye 





















o FIRST STEPS IN READING - FACT BOOKS 


Ackley, Edith Flack DOLLS TO MAKE Stokes 


This is a how-to-—do book, and because the subject is dolls, we are placing 
it here. But actually, at 6 - to 9, it would need an adult's assistance. Practical 
instructions with patterns for making dolls, conventional rag dolls, clowns, costume / 
dolls, doll house dolls, etc. Patterns for each doll's clothes. Simple and practical. 
Good craft project for schools, camps, clubs. (Published) $2. 00 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Antoniorrobles TALES OF LIVING PLAYTHINGS Modern Age 


I should call this book a complete wash-out, for the American public. Per— 
haps to Spanish children these rather difficult and essentially modern fairy tales 
would appeal. Doubtless, told by skilled story tellers, they would have more chance 
of going over. There's the strike of the automobiles in the factory; there's the 
story of the friendship between the air and the man who made kites that wouldn't fly; 
there's the story of the shoes that wandered the country over; there's the puppet 
that saved the president - and so on. But the style is oblique - somewhat too elu— 
sive for the average child reader. Limited sale - public libraries chiefly. (8/21) 

Boards only $ .50 


Bloom, Dr. Margaret DOWN THE OHIO Albert Whitman 


The story rings true, in the telling, as though drawn from family records, 
@ A little girl from Virginia goes with her uncle and aunt to Kentucky, where they are 
planning to settle, in hopes of finding the brother who survived when their parents 
and home were destroyed by Indians. She finds him - the six-fingered chieftain of 
an Indian tribe, almost wholly Indian, and determined to stay so. The story of the 
trip down the Ohio is the best part of the book. Glimpses of famous characters ~ 
Aaron Burr, Johnny Appleseed, etc., helps place the story in its period. The manner 
of telling is sometimes amateurish, but the matter is good. (4/15) $2.00 
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Brock, Emma HIGH IN THE MOUNTAINS Albert Whitman 


Facts thinly veiled in a story of a little Swiss family, the older boy. in 
the high Alps with the cattle, the younger children trying by every available means 
to earn enough to help their brother go to wood-carving school on his return from 


summer pasture. A charming way to convey a sense of the life in the Swiss mountains. 
(April) $2.00 


Gauss, M & C. W. KICKAPOO Albert Whitman 


A story of a fighting bronco, and of how he managed to fend for himself 
even when he was turned out because he was lame and his owner had no further use 
for him. A rather slight story, with some feel of the western plains, (4/1) $1.00 


Jagendorf, M. TYLL ULENSPIEGEL'S MERRY PRANKS Vanguard 


A good introduction to the Tyll Ulenspiegel legends, interpreted in much 
more friendly and diluted fashion than the usual version, and therefore better 
adapted to young readers. Tyll is made quite a likeable character, who accomplishes 
good by means of mischief, but always with good intent, Illustrated. (3/21) $2.00 


Ratzesberger, Anna DONKEY BEADS Whitman 


A story of a donkey who thought so well of himself that it took a great 
many sad experiences to teach him that life wasn't all petunia beds and rose water 
baths, and that beautiful long ears were no substitute for hard work. Ixlustrated 


by Kurt Wiese. (May 1) $1.50 


Rosanov, Sergei THE ADVENTURES OF MISHA Stokes 


One of the cleverest ways of telling what makes the wheels go round, with-— 
out realizing that instruction is under way, is to tell a good yarn in which all 
sorts of things happen. It makes for somewhat artificial construction, but on the 
whole these adventures of a small Russian boy today who got lost, but who investi- 
gated thoroughly everything that came his way in the process of getting found, makes 
good reading. The story has been translated by Ivy Low and illustrated by A. Mogil— 


evsky. (Published) $2.50 


Sperry, Portia Howe & Donaldson, Lois ABIGAIL Whitman 


Abigail was a rag doll who journeyed with her young mistress from Kentucky 
to Indiana in the days of covered wagons and ox teams. A good pioneer story, with-— 
out any particular novelty of content or handling. Illustrated. (4/15) $1.50 


Stong, Phil EDGAR:7/e 7.58 Farrar & Rinehart 


Phil Stong's name will help put across this rather difficult story of a 
train that wanted to establish a reputation for promptness, against all odds. He 
found that he could use the few spare feet of "right of way" to take some air hops - 
and he managed to see a good deal of the world in the process. The terminology and 
allusions are too adult for the content, It isn't an easy book to place. Illustrated 


by Lois Lenski. (4/11) $1.50 
Van Stockum, Hilda THE COTTAGE AT BANTRY BAY Viking 
* A charming story of Irish peasants, ~ a small family with delightful inter- 


play of characters, and enough plot to sustain the interest. But the charm of the 
story lies in its unique picture of Irish life and countryside. The two older chil- 
dren take the donkey to a prospective purchaser and have adventures on their way | 
home; later they find a lost cave and some old manuscripts, the sale of which helps 
solve a family problem. Hilda Stockum is known for her Day on Skates. ‘Illustrated 


by the author. (4/?) $2. 00 
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FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Gilmore, H. H. JUNIOR BOAT BUILDER Macmillan 


A how-to-do book for the model boat enthusiast with Limited pocket book. 
Tells how to make, at small expense, all sorts of toy boats, motorboat, cruiser, 
yacht, river boat, tug, barge, ferry, liner, tanker, freighter, sloop, schooner. 
Then - to make the setting complete, he adds lighthouses, buoys, pier, wharf and dock. 
And a glossary of terms. Good craft material. Illustrations and diagrams, (3/1) 
$1. 25 


Johnson, Gaylord THE STORY OF EARTHQUAKES AND VOLCANOES Messner 


* Excellent factual book which goes into the hows and whys and wheres and 
whens of earthquakes and voleanoes. There's instructive material for almost anyone 
(not a trained scientist), and it is made interesting reading for anyone with an atom 
of euriosity about the causes of eruptions and earthquakes. The subject has a broader 
base than one would expect - and the book leaves one with a clearer conception of the 
earth's interior structure than the statement of the subject would indicate. (3/9) 
$2.00 


Lee, Melicent Humason AT THE JUNGLE'S EDGE Crowell 


This time it is cocoa growers in Costa Rica — and once again Mrs. Lee has 
given sound factual information in a slightly veiled story form. My one criticism 
of this excellent series of stories of children -— and industries - of other lands, 
is that the titles do not convey anything of the real significance and value of the 
books. (4/19) $1.50 


Sawyer, Edith A. MERIN AND SHARI Crowell 


Another book of the same type. The children in this volume are Mongolians, 
nomads from a part of China of which little is known. The story gives a fairly vivid 
picture of the life, the routine, the possible adventures, the contacts -— rare ones - 
with other ways of life. Not so workmanlike a job as the Lee books, but a contri- 
bution to wider horizons. [4/19) $1.50 


Parton, M. YOUR WASHINGTON Longmans, Green 


A full and reliable guide to Washington, utterly uninspired in manner of 
telling. Each sight is listed under its own heading, and though many interesting 
facts and suggestions are given, the book has no lift of inspiration to it. Some 
omissions seem odd ~- the identity of the sculptor of the Lincoln Memorial, etc. 
Useful as a factual guide, for children — or adults - going to Washington, but not 
for home reading. Illustrated. .(4/9) Probably - $1.50 


FOR THE 12 to 18 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 
Finger, Charles J. GIVE A MAN A HORSE Winston 


There really are three stories in this one. First a story of a young clerk 
in a business office, who gets ~ through a senior clerk - the chance to try his wings 
and get out of the routine into real adventure, and of what happens when he is sent 
to collect horses intended for shipment from Seattle. Second, a story of the youth's 
adventures on the vessel bound for South America, of his starting out with an island 
ranch experiment - and what happened. And finally, of how he — and his new friends -— 
came to be connected with a sort of rodeo-horse show affair in New York. Theré’s 
almost too much story for proper digestion. But it is good red-blooded adventure 
and sound in its parts. Illustrated by Henry Pitz in black and white. (4/1) $2.00 
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Ransome, Arthur WE DIDN'T MEAN TO GO TO SEA Macmillan 
ee Probably we are unduly partial to Ransome, but it seems to us that he is 


consistently tops in his stories of children and boats ~ and this is good Ransome. 
The same Walker tribe - John, Susan, Roger and Titty, are the central figures, and 
an unpredictable accident sets them adrift, in a new friend's cutter, and against 
odds of storm and fog, cross the North Sea to Holland. There's more than due quota 
of nautical terminology, so it is ideal for the budding skippers. Illustrated this 
time by the author. Note the new imprint. (April) |4 $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-Fiction 
Benz, Francis E, PASTEUR: Anight of the Laboratory Dodd, Mead 


* This has been long needed and comes most aptly, with renewed interest and 
awareness of Pasteur and his contribution to pathology, bio-chemistry, agriculture, 
etc. The biography covers the whole of his life, with enough of his boyhood to give 
the necessary groundwork, and full details of his successive discoveries and the life- 
long struggle to win recognition from a doubting world. A warmly friendly biography, 
making Pasteur a more likeable human figure than some of the adult works. (3/22) $2.00 


Chandler, Anna Curtis FAMOUS MOTHERS AND THEIR CHILDREN Stokes 


This is not a book about art or artists, but a collection of biographical 
sketches, in fictionized form, of mothers of famous people. It is for the most part 
material difficwlt to locate, and should be a distinct contribution to school and 
library shelves for reference. The people covered include:~ Pica Bernadone, Mary 
Arden Shakespeare, Mary Washington, Katherina von Goethe, Abigail Smith Adams, Maria 
Letizia Buonaparte, Marie Antoinette, Ane Marie Andersen, Leah Mendelssohn, Nancy 
Hanks. Lincoln, Sarah Bush Lincoln, Abba May Alcott, Nancy Elliott Edison, Margaret 
Carnegie, Margaret Barrie, Mary Peary, Marie Curie. Illustrated by Margaret Ayer. 
(4/21) $2. 00 


Crane, Louise THE MAGIC SPEAR: ‘Random House 
And Other Stories of China's Heroes 


This is a distinct contribution to our rather circumscribed knowledge of 
the stories Chinese children are heir to. Outside the routine folk tales, these 
stories have more zest and virility than the title might suggest. Some of them are 
good hero tales; some have roots in legend; others seem drawn from mythology. They 
are definitely not all hero tales, as the sub-title would indicate. ‘Illustrated. 


(3/29) $2.56 
Soa 
FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 
Davis, Lavinia ADVENTURES IN STEEL Modern Age 
* As good a collection of short stories for older boys as I have found for 


some time. And every story helps build a vital picture of the steel industry, from 
plant to finished structure. There are two or three introductory sketches to dif~ 
ferent sections, which help clarify the factual background of the work involved in 
the stories immediately following. But for the most part, they can be read as 
straight adventure, with an underlying current of social and industrial signifi- 
cance. The type of story that fathers and sons can share. Illustrated by Frank 
Dobias. (3/21) Boards only - $ .75 
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Dinwoodie, Hepburn STORMS ON THE LABRADOR Oxford 


A rather unusual story of a strange lumberman in far-off Labrador, of his 
violent temper, deep passions, slow gentleness towards the woman he has always loved. 
And of that woman's small son and his devotion to the dog thatthe man had bought - 
and of the problems the dog created between them. A man's story, with its background 
of lumbering and fishing and hunting and the effect of long seclusion in too close 
quarters on men's tempers; and a boy's story for the adventure and the love of boy 
and dog. Definitely original in handling and above average in content. Illustrated. 


( Apert} ‘ 
Marc, | aaah 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Fiction 


Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan THE YEARLING | Scribner 


Though definitely an adult book and reported as such in the last issue (see 
page 67), this should have a plus sale with boys sensitive to the beauties of nature 
and the strong kinship of some men and boys with wild things. This is a story of a 
little family in the Florida scrub, and of a boy growing into manhood, and of his 
worship of his father and his devotion to the fawn he rescued. (April) $2.75 


Non - Fiction 


Burleigh, Bertha Bennet CIRCUS: A Picture Book with Text Putnam 


The best circus picture book that has come our way. Stunning drawings, 
beautifully reproduced, and a brief text that is partly descriptive, partly infor- 
Mational, partly anecdotal in character. (See page 86 for full report) (4/6) $2.50 


Christian, Edgar UNFLINCHING: A Diary of Tragic Adventure Funk & Wagnalls 


This may be pretty strong meat for some boys, but those who can stand trag- 
edy and sense the underlying courage and heroism will find the book a real inspira- 
tion. Against the background of the fearful ending of a trapping and exploring ex- 
pedition that ran foul of food shortage, is given the six months' diary of an 18-year 
old boy who has gone on the expedition with an older cousin he is devoted to. The 
fearful odds of starvation, loneliness, death cannot make him flinch. The diary tells 
the story with restraint, impersonality, almost casualness. Three years later the 
skeletons were found. (3/18) (For full report see page 81) $1.50 


Clark, Marjorie & THE LABOR MOVEMENT IN AMERICA Norton 

Simon, S. Fanny 

A good many intelligent older boys and girls today are inquiring into the 

hows and whys of labor unrest and the foundations of present conditions. This book 
is an excellent groundwork book to suggest to them. A somewhat elementary history 
written in simple and clear style, starting with the indentured slaves of the colon- 
ies, and coming up to the present struggle between the A.F. of L. and the C.1.0. 
Terms in public parlance are explained and one section deals with government legis— 
lation. (For full report see page 57). (Published) $2. 00 


Halle, Louis J., Jr. BIRDS AGAINST MEN Viking 


A thoroughly masculine sort of nature book, dealing with unfamiliar birds. 
Hawks, man-o'-war, bookies and other sea birds; pigeons; a pair of nesting kingbirds, 
and so on. There is nothing sentimental either in subject matter or handling; the 
birds all keep their self-respecting independence of man. It is a unique book, and 
should have a plus sale for boys. (For full report see page 54) (4/8) $2.50 





